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1 moe ae oe 
it on!y THE “GENERAL THANKSGIVING” EXPOUNDED AND PRACTICALLY 
tn, CONSIDERED. 
— ee: 
IN §0- ; : : 
| meal } The Lord’s Day is sacred to the recollection of our best blessings, 
Som _ even our spiritual privileges, those we now enjoy, and those we ho 
acor > for beyond the grave. It is sacred also, to the acknowledgment of God 
SCOpa Zs J . B : . $ : 
A, > both publicly and privately, as the author of all the mercies, to the 
to #] > bodyand the soul. ‘To give expression to our gratitude is not only the 
LU We rs y e 5 Pp 5 - ° y 
cures  bounden duty, and the service of the creature to the Creator, but it is so 


to b & pleasant to be thankful, that the good man is doubly blessed, viz: in 
receiving and acknowledging the benefit. 
i In that general form of thanksgiving, which we have in our Prayer 


m, Ue 
- ' Book, the Church impressively reminds us of our obligations to God, and 
nents ' affectingly instructs us, how to praise him, for creation ; providence ;_re- 
_ demption, the means of grace and the hope of salvation and glory. It 
_ may be both useful and interesting briefly to expound that form of gene- 
lina.~ _ ral thanksgiving, which is one of the most affecting portions of our most 
nals of affecting service. It opens with an invocation of the Almighty Power, 
L. va and tender compassion-of God....It addeesses him as a “ Lather,” and 


declares that all mercies do proceed from him. ‘The transition is strix 
king to the character of mankind as ‘‘ wnworthy servants,” and it reminds 
us of that scriptural prayer, ‘‘ Father [ am no more worthy to be called 
thy Son.” The thanks of such a person for favors which he feels to be 
| unmerited, will of course be “ humble, and hearty.” It is pleasant to 
d 8 observe the benevolent spirit of this act of praise. The worshipper is 
thankful for all the goodness of God not to himself, or even to his friends 
merely, but to “all men also.’ In enumerating the divine mercies, 
there is first mentioned that of creation. Many and great are the evils 
of life, but undoubtedly there is a balance in favor of happiness, with re- 
gard to every individual. In the phrenzy of despair, men may question 
whether existence be a blessing. But who in his sober senses ever had 
this doubt? Who calmly, and cooly, would be willing not to be? Why 
do men cling so closely to life, if they consider it an evil? But what- 
ever opinion a heathen might entertain on this subject, the christian 
cannot but be thankful for his creation,—considering it as the dawn of a 
happy immortality. We are taught in the next place to bless God for 
our “preservation.” That our life so constantly exposed, and so easily 
destroyed, should yet continue ; that we should pass unhurt, through the 
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same perils by which thousands have been made to fall at our side, 
that we should survive the shocks of sorrow and sickness, which sv oft 
assail us, are circumstances which might well awaken our surprise, 

in contemplating a body so fe arfully and wonderfully made, we are force 
to exclaim with the Psalmist, “ He hath made us, and not we ourse! lves 
we shall see equal reason, in ‘reflecting on the delicate springs, by whic 
the wheel of life is kept in motion, on ‘the dangers which perpetually en: 
compass it, and on the assaults which it bas successfully resisted, to a 
knowledge ‘in Him we live, and move, and have our bei ing,” and that 
without Him, who feedeth the ravens, we cannot but suffer and perish, 
For mere preservation ; the plainest food, the roughest garment, and th 
simplest shelter, would be sufficient. But of whom can it be said, thy 
they have no more than the zecessaries ot life? Even the poor, | the 
who live upon charity, have many of them, those things which would | 
considered in other than christian countries, the luxuries of life. It is 
such blessings, beyond mere continuance in the present state of be Psa thas 
reference is made in that part of the office, where we thank God for “4 
the blessings of this life.’ And it is with great propriety, that they ap 
represented as being very many. Let us reflect that our daily breag 
ministers not merely to existence, but to the gratification of appetite 
that our clothing and habitation do not merely defend us from cold « 
heat, but in many respects, interest both the mind and the heart; a 
that in our friends we have a blessing which gives new value to existeno 
and we shall feel anxious to adore God not merely as a creator, and pre. 
server, but a bountiful benefactor; not merely for our being, and cor 
tinuance in it, but also for “all the blessings of this life.” 

But there is a blessing with which those already mentioned are not 
be — Of what value is creation to the man who, after this shor 
life is to perish, or to be introduced to interminable misery ! Of w! 
value is preservation, For the fire that is never quenched, and for | 
worm that never dies? How wirertlentcbempiiliainvnrnt” (| ~ the condemned .2)- 
tive, although you should pour into his dungeon, the light of day, « 
offer to him all the blessings of this life. Without redemption, preserva 
tion would be a mere respite, and creation would be a curse. Wé 
then does the Church instruct us to thank God “ above all,” “ fort! 
redemption of the world, by our Lord Jesus Christ.” It was “ ines 
mable love” in the father who designed, and in the Son who procure: 
the ransom of guilty man. It was inestimable mercy, to deliver ma 
from the brink of distruction, and more, yes much more, to place hime 
the mountain of hope, looking tow ards heaven. It was inestimabé 
mercy, to give such a price, for the souls of men —the life blood 
the only begotten Son of God. ‘ Greater love hath no man than this 
that aman lay down his life for his friends, but herein hath God com 

manded his love towards us; that while we were yet sinners, Chr 
died for us. ‘‘ So God loved the world that he gave his only begotte 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him might not perish but have eve" 
lasting life.”’ 

Grace, that is the assistance of the Holy Ghost, was one of the blessings 
which our Lord purchased for his disciples. ‘* The means of grace a 
the instruments, in the proper use of which, this great blessing 1s to™ 
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obtained. Grateful for that grace which guides us into all truth, and 
which helps the infirmities of the mind and the heart, we must be grate- 
ful for the means by which it is dispersed. But what are these means! 
Prayer—the sacraments, and the reading and hearing of the scriptures. 
Which of the enjoyments offered to man can be compared to those 
which are derived from “ the means of grace ?’’ Who that has litted up 


his heart in prayer to God,—that has meditated on the holy lessons of 


his word, or at supper leaned on the bosom of his Saviour, does not feel 
that he has cause to bless God for “‘ the means of grace ?” 

“ Honor, glory, and immortality,” are the great rewards of the chris- 
tian. These are the hopes set before him which mitigate his adversity, 
and give a value to his highest prosperity. ‘ The sufferings of the pre- 
sent time,” says the Apostle, “are not worthy to be compared to the 
glory which shall be revealed” hereatter; and the eye when most de- 
lighted with the prospects of this world, hath not seen, neither the ear 
when charmed with the most soul enrapturing music hath heard, nor 
hath the imagination when it has taken its highest flight, conceived of 
such things, as God hath prepared.for those who love him. It is the 
hope of such glorious things—It is a hope which, like the cloud and the 
pillar of fire to Israel, is refreshing in the burden and heat of the day, and 
cheering and animating through the whole pilgrimage of life, for which 
the christian often, and most devoutly thanks his heavenly father. This 
is the climax. We bless God for * our creation,” for all the joys of ex- 
istence, those already experienced, and those expected by the 
faithful christian. We bless him for *‘ our preservation,” amid dangers 
always present, by which so many have been grieved or destroyed. We 
bless him for “all the blessings of this life,’’ the various Lownties of his 
hand, new every morning, and repeated every evening. We bless him 
for that “redemption by our Lord Jesus Christ,” in virtue of which 
alone we can obtain the pardon of our sins, and all things needtul for 
the body and the soul. We bless him for the means of that grace essen- 
tial to our happiness and holiness, but especially we bless him for the in- 
heritance of heaven, which he has authorized us to expect. It is this 
“hope of glory,” which gives a value to our creation, and to our preser- 
vation, in the state of our probation, during which, we are to prepare for 
it. Itis this hope of heaven, and the fruition of it, which constitutes the 
best blessings of the redemption purchased by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For the goodness of God, more particularly having in view the hope 
of glory, the worshipper feels that he can make no suitable return. He 
invokes the power ot the Almighty to enkindle his gratitude. There is 
the most delicate humility, in this part of the preyer, and we “ beseech 
thee give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be un- 
feignedly thankful.” There is a sensibility to the divine mercy, which pro- 
duces a fear, not merely that its thankfulness should not be adequate, but 
that itshould be sincere, He prays, therefore, for a cordial unfeigned gran 
titude, and for that which shall be visible in the life, and not merely resting 
on the lips. He prays for ability to spend a life of gratitude, to give up 
himself to the service of God, to walk before him in holiness and righ- 
teousness all his days, as being the proper return of the creature for the 

maany and valuable benefits bestowed on him. In the same spirit of con- 
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260 General Thanksgiving. [Noy 
scious unworthiness, and agreeably to the direction of the gospel, thy 
prayer is offered, through Jesus Christ our Lord,—for whose sake op), 
sinful man can expect to be heard when he prays to a holy God; ay 
whose grace only, can enable us to be unfeignedly thankful, and to |iy, 
always in holiness and righteousness. 

A life of obedience is obviously an appropriate expression of gratitude 

The grateful man not only thanks his benefactor, and declares his 
goodness to others, but he anxiously endeavours to ascertain the Wishes. 
both the aversions and the inclinations of his benefactor, and he caref,). 
ly endeavours to conform his words, his looks, in short his whole condye: 
thereto; to avoid whatever would be displeasing, and to do whateye 
would be agreeable to him. This is the natural expression of genuine 
gratitude; and it is added, this is the prescribed expression of pious gratj. 
tude. God hath condescended to teach men on whom he has bestowe 
so many and great blessings, what return he expects from them; wha 
return will be agreeable to him. “If ye love me keep my command 
ments.” ‘“ Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever | command you, 
Andagain. ‘ Herein is my father glorified, that ye have much fruit.” 

In this part of worship then, which we have been considering, we re. 
cognize several of the most important doctrines of holy scripture. W, 
recognize that “every good and perfect gift cometh down from th 
father ;” thatto him we are indebted for * all the blessings of this life, 
and also for the knowledge of the future world; for the means of securing 
peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost; and for that everlasting 
felicity which remaineth for the people of God in the kingdom of their 
father and redeemer. We recognize man’s need of divine grace, w 
enable him to be “ unfeignedly thankful,” to give up himself to, and per. 
severe in the divine service; in fine for the due cultivation of even 
christian virtue, and the due performance of every christian duty ; and 
this divine grace so necessary to enlighten, and comfort, and sanctit 
the soul, is given in answer to diligent prayer, according to that declar- 
tion of holy scripture, “‘ If ye being evil, know how to give good:gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your father in heaven give his 
holy spirit to them that ask him.” We recognize that we are servants, ce: 
who are not worthy, to ask any thing but through Jesus Christ, by whow 
alone we have access unto the father. Thus are these great doctrines 
of providence; of the redemption by Christ; and of sanctification by 
the Holy Spirit brought to our view, whenever we use this form o! 
“ general thanksgiving.” 

Weare also reminded by it of various duties, or rather we virtuall) 
pledge ourselves to the performance of several duties. As we profess 4 
consciousness of unworthiness, let us remember that humility becoming 
in every creature, is particularly so in a sinful creature; and that 
thanksgiving to God is especially due by those, who are not only with- 
out merit, but spared from just punishment. We profess to value 
“above all,’”’ spiritual blessings, let us then diligently seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, while we pursue other things 
relating to the present fleeting scene, only subordinately, with moderated 
ardour, and always postponing these, to those. We pray for divine 
assistance in cherishing gratitude, and practising obedience before God; 
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let us not fail to do our part in accomplishing these important purposes. 
if we are sincere in the desire to give up ourselves to the divine service, 
then we shall not be wanting in those effurts without which the divine 
assistance cannot be expected. If we do indeed ascribe to the Lord 
our God, allthe honor and glory of whatever we have, and are, and hope 
for; then we shall be more and more humble, grateful, ‘faithful,—yea 
we shall be persevering in endeavours to overcome the world, and to lay 
up treasures in heaven. | 

It will be perceived then, that the Church instructs and incites, not 
only by the lessons of holy scripture, appointed to be read, and by the 
sermons of her ministers; but by the various offices of confession, sup- 
plication, intercession, and thanksgiving which are contained in her for- 
mulary of devotion. These offices while they guide the addresses to 
heaven, bring to view the great doctrines and precepts of divine reve- 
lation. In the use of them, you declare your faith, and avow your in- 
tention, your resolution, or perhaps more properly, your engagement, 
in the presence of God and his Church, under his grace assisting you, 
to be active, and faithful, and constant, in the discharge of your duty to 
God, and to man. May these lessons, to inculcate which, the Church 
has employed so many methods, take their root deeply in your minds 
and hearts, and bring forth the fruit of a godly, righteous, and sober 
life. —Amen. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


LEAVES FROM A SERMON, 


Delivered on the Sunday preceding the Anniversaru of the Society for the relief of Widows 
and Orphans of the Clergy. 


* * * * Jnstituted in the year 1762, ata time, when the Church 
was in this State comparatively weak, when nearly or quite all of her 
ministers were natives of a foreign land, and greatly exposed to the pe- 
culiar diseases of the climate, when they were often suddenly called 
from their earthly labors, leaving their families destitute, this Society 
was for many years supported only by the contributions of the clergy 
themselves. At length its evident usefulness and necessity, drew to- 
wards it the attention of liberal minded and pious laymen, and procured 
it an accession of annual subscriptions, and occasional donations of the 
greatest consequence to its permanent and successful operations. But 
the necessity for this charitable association did not cease with the circum- 
stances, which gave it birth. At all times, and in all parts of our coun- 
try, and indeed in every country, where the support of the gospel minis- 
try is by voluntary contributions, it is well known, that the income of 
clergymen is so moderate, as to preclude the possibility of their laying by 
any considerable sum against future contingencies. Even when their sal- 
aries seem large, as in some of our cities, the expences indispensable 
in such a station, and the frequent and urgent calls upon them for mis- 
sionary and charitable objects, leave little or no surplus at the end of the 
year. Indeed it is too well known to need illustration, that it is abso- 
lutely impossible for a clergyman in this country, without other resour- 
ces than his salary, to make any provision for the wants of his family after 
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his own death. It is the object of this Society to supply this deficiene, 
to remove from the faithful servant of the altar, when drawing near }), 
close of his labors, all care as to the temporal wants of his widow a, 
helpless orphans—to enable him to depart hence in the peaceful eXpec. 
tation, that those most dear to him on earth, will be cared for, while th. 
remain behind, that they shall be protected from pinching poverty ay; 
the grinding injustice of the world. in 

As a measure of policy too, this Society deserves encouragement : {,, 
it procures and retains among us the valuable servicesof men, who woy\; 
otherwise be allured to other and more inviting scenes of labor. In the 
encouragement given to the Society for the relief of widows and orphan: 
of the clergy of our Church, you may exercise love to God and charity; 
toman. If to you “ beautiful are the feet of them, that bring glad jj. 
dings, that publish the gospel of peace,” if the persons of those conse. 
crated to the service of the Most High become in your eyes invested 
with a peculiar sanctity, not so much from the characters of the individy. 
als, as from the holy office they bear, from their relation to the supreme 
object of your affections, as the messengers of his will, and from the tidings 
of pardon and peace which they are commissioned to bring to you, 
surely you will feel an interest also in providing for the comfort of their 
families, when they themselves have been called hence, when their voices 
have ceased to be heard from the pulpit, and their supplications to as. 
cend from the altar, and when there is none to comfort the infirm ané 
aged widow, or to feed and clothe, the helpless orphan. The approact- 
ing anniversary of this Society, which occurs in the present week, afford; 
a good opportunity for gentlemen to become members, and for all, who 
are so disposed, to show forth their sympathy, to exercise their charity, 
to manifest their love to God and man. 

There is another object, which it has been earnestly desired to con- 
nect with this Society, viz:—the establishment of a fund for the suppor: 
of aged or infirm clergymen. It often occurs, that one, who has wom 
out health and strength in the service of some poor and obscure parish, 
struggling through from year to year, on a scanty pittance, which 
after all leaves him embarrassed with debts, which he has no means 
of discharging, is after a long period of labor in the vineyard of his 
Lord, at last compelled by increasing infirmities to cease from all ac 
tive service, to yield his place to a younger laborer of greater bodily 
strength. The condition of such an one is truly pitiable. The parish in 
which he has officiated, is unable to support two ministers, and he 1s 
left without any means of subsistence. He casts about him to find some 
thing by which he may relieve the pressure of immediate want, and finds 
nothing but his books—those silent companions which have relieved the 
tedium of many a weary hour, which have been his solace under misfor- 
tune, and his instruction in prosperity, which have made known to him 
the wisdom of past ages, and enabled him from the quiet retirement 0! 
his study to bring forth things new and old for the instruction and admo- 
nition of his beloved flock. He heaves many a deep sigh of regret 
at parting with objects so much loved, which have been the cause 
of so much happiness and usefulness. But bitter regrets will not 
save him from the miseries of abject poverty—he consigns them to the 
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public sale; and obtains a pittance with which to eke outa few months 
more of a forlorn existence. If the charity of friends, whom he has 
known in better days, relieves an occasional want, it is but a precarious 
and uncertain resource ; and after lingering for a time with no hope but 
in the rest of the grave, he dies worn out and heart broken, and the ser- 
yant of God is forgotten. 

Now all this evil might be prevented, had we a fund from which to sup- 

ly the few wants of the infirm and aged minister. Who will begin so 
good & work ? Who will be the first to institute a fund which shall con- 
tinue to bless all succeeding generations, which shall put the aged or in- 
firm servant of the altar beyond the reach of want? There may be those 
among Us, who could not well part with any considerable sum now, who 
could provide for an object like this in the testamentary disposition of 
their estates. It is enough for me to have made the suggestion, | for- 
bear to enforce it by argument or persuasion. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Messrs. Editors,—In the Sunday School Visitor for Sept., page 296 I 
notice a very great mistake, viz:—the adducing the example of the 
“ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts,” in favor of 
the cause of Foreign Missions, as they are considered in our Church. 
The mistake is to be traced to the word “foreign,” in the title of the 
Society. It did indeed operate out of Great Britain proper, but not out 
of the colonies of that country. If this Society ever sent Missionaries to 
the Heathen, unless it may be a few to the aborigines who were- then 
living in some of the British colonies, the fact is, unknown to the present 
writer. So soon as the Independence of the United States was declar- 
ed, the Society withdrew its Missionaries from those States, and their 
existing Missions are exclusively within the regions in America, Asia, 
(perhaps I may add Africa,) which are subject to the British crown. 
The proceedings of this Society, embodied in many quartos show that it 
has invariably looked to the spiritual wants first of the members of the 
Church of England, residing in British colonies, and next, to the other 
inhabitants of those colonies, be they christians of other denominations, 
or non-christians living on the same soil. Strictly speaking then, the 
Society is a Domestic Missionary Society, and only a foreign one so far 
as it operates out of Britain proper. That this society if it did not find 
full employment and demand on its resources in that part of the Mission- 
ary field, where it began and continues its operations; would have en- 
tered other parts of the same wide field—that after having, in some good 
degree, provided for the members of the “ household of faith,” and for 
those allied to it by the ties of consanguinity and common country, it 
would have looked to other persons of the large human family we do 
not doubt, but itis a mistake to say that either this Society or its ancient 
and honored sister, “ the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,” 
passed over their countrymen and neighbors and began with, or as yet 
have extended their missionary benevolence to, strangers and foreigners 
and aliens to the commonwealth of christendom. They intend, the Lord 
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favoring them, I doubt not, to go to the end of the field, but as they could 
not be in every part of the field at the same time, they began near home 


and are gradually progressing. 
ACCURACY, 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE TIMES. 

Messrs. Editors,—The present melancholy affliction, which our coy. 
munity labors under, is calculated to awaken our liveliest sympathies 
in behalf of the unfortunate sufferers; and furnishes to the christian g 
fruitful theme for contemplation. God, in his providence, has seep 
proper again and again to lay his chastening rod upon us, and to smite 
us with an unspating hand; while our brethren, in the surrounding 
country, are blessed with health and happiness. But who shall question 
the ways of the Almighty? Can we not assign some crying evil as the 
cause? Can any man walk through our streets on the Sabbath, without 
seeing God’s holy day abused, and that in the most shameful manner. 
taverns and confectionaries, with open doors, luring the unsuspicious vic. 
tim to destruction; and to our shame be it said, licensed by our city 
authorities. But another evil which may have called down the ven. 
geance of the Almighty upon us, is the lukewarmness and inertness of 
christians, in matters pertaining to the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom onearth. Have we been “ instant in season and out of season,’ 
in exhorting men to repentance, in prayer, and “in the exercise of a 
goodly conscience?” Ifear not. On the contrary, we have suffered 
too many opportunities to pass unimproved, whereby ‘‘ we might grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of sur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

It behoves us, if we would have the returning smiles of Jehovah, to 
awake from our lukewarmness, and devote ourselves with renewed en- 
ergy to the service of our Lord and master. ‘* Whom the Lord loveth, 


he chasteneth,”’ and “‘ He doth not willingly afflict the children of men.” 
B**#*, 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


VARIANA.—No. 10. 


Although our blessed Redeemer sprang out of the tribe of Judah, ac- 
cording to Joseph’s prophesy (Gen. xlix. 10.) yet he was descended 
from a Gentile woman (Ruth a proselyte to the Hebrew religion) that al 
nations might Aope in his mercy.” 

In the Hebrew temple and synagogues there were prayers and read: 
ing of the law, but nothing similar to sermons. It follows that on 
our prayer days, when there is no sermon, the exercises are most nearly 
conformed to Hebrew usage. 

The Hebrews gave their children names illustrative of some circum’ 
stance connected with them. Thus Hannah called her son Samuel, 
which signifies, “asked of God,” she having prayed for the gilt 
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The soundness of our 26th Article, which teaches that the unworthi- 
yess of the minister hinders not the effect of the sacraments, is confirm- 
ed by the example of the pious Elkanah, (1 Saml. i. 3.) who brought his 
offering to the altar, notwithstanding those unworthy priests Hophni and 
Phineas were officiating there. 


1 Samuel ii. 10.. “ And he shal) exalt the horn of his aaointed.”” This 
is the first time, (says Patrick) that the name of the Messiah, or anoint- 
ed, is found in scripture: this prophetess (Hannah) being the first that 
mentioned the Messiah, in this song, which hath a perfect resemblance 
to that of the blessed virgin. Accordingly her words are thus para- 
phased: “ He will advance the King whom he shall cheose, even the 
Lord Christ,.and make him great in spite ofall opposers: who shall not 
be able to hinder his exaltation, or the growth and increase of his king- 
dum.” 


“ Be not righteous overmuch.” (Eccles. viii. 16.) was never intended 
to show that any man could be too holy. It applies to an over doing of 
outward forms and ceremonies, while inward religion is neglected ; or to 
exacting too strictly what justice would give us, instead of showing 
uw ye 

From 1 Saml. ix. 19, it appears to have been “the custom of that 
country to make their entertainment in the evering when business was 
over.” Would it not be well so to divide the time—day-light for busi- 
ness and public worship—unight for relaxation, social intercourse and 
private devotion ¢ 


On | Samuel, x. 11. “Is Saul also among the Prophets?’’ Patrick 
makes these very sagacious remarks: Lt begat wonder in all those who 
knew his education, that he should on a sudden be inspired as they were, 
who were bred in the Schoul of the Prophets. For though it was in the 
power of God alone to bestuw the gift of prophesy, upon man, yet com- 
monly he endowed none with it, but such as were trained up in those 
studies which might dispose them for v. Fur had it been usual to invest 
those with his spirit, who had uot been educated in such a course as 
might fit them to receive it, we cannot think it would have been so great 
a marvel now, as to give rise to this proverb.” 

The analogies of history are often remarkable; for example, Saul’s 
excuse for intruding on the priestly offiee, was the same as that of Wes- 
ley for intrading on the Episcopal office. ‘“ As svon as Saul (t Saml. 


® xt. 11,) had made an end of offering the burnt offering,—Samuel said 


what has thou done? and Saul said, because I saw the people were 
scattered trom me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed.” 
When Wesley was remonstrated with for undertaking to ordain Bishops, 
(he being only @ presbyter) his apology was, that the poor sheep in the 
American wilderness, were “ scattered,” in pressing need o! shepherds, 
and that there had been too much delay in sending thei iishops, or in 
other words, as Saul expressed it, that the high priest came not “ with- 
in the days appointed.” » 

The mettre oh 3 the Church of England, which says, “ No parent 
shall be ‘to @nswer as god-father for his own child,” has been 
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ubjected to, and in accommodation to this objection, it would seem js 
rubric of the American Church, that ‘ parents shall be admitted jf jy}, 
desired.” It is wot difficult (remarks the British Magazine) to show qh, 
reasonableness of this condition (viz. the prohibition respecting the 
rent) for the design of the institution being to afford assistance to 1, 
parents in the performance of their duty, or in case of their decease. 
provide spiritual guardians who may watch over the behaviour of the jy 
fant christian, it is manifest that the object is frustrated, and the use doy, 
away with, by the appointment of the parent to the office of sponser. 


“T do not believe, (remarks * the Church’’) we shall find in the Bij)! 
a single instance of a prayer being offered to God in any other post 
than that of kneeling. We read “Solomon stood before the altar—an¢d 
prayed.” Buta little further on we read, ‘ When Solomon made ; 
end of praying—he arose from kneeling on his knees.” “ This they, 
was his standing, not upon his feet but upon his knees—as the w: 
expresses simply a general disposition of the body, and not the pre 
posture.”” Even the heathen knecl before their idols. 

Itis an interesting incident of fal solicitude which we have in thelif 
of David, who having fled from Saul, to the Jand of Moab—said to thy 
King, ‘‘ Let my father and my mother I pray thee, come forth and | 
with you.” 


if ; 


In the Bible, God sends the slothful to the ant for instruction: thy 
unthankful to the ox; the distrustful to the young ravens; and in Jer 
viii. 7. the willful impenitent sinner to the stork, the turtle, the crane, 
and the swallow, who have atime fo return in ; but man takes his fivh: 
from God, and cannot find leisure or opportunity to return to him. 

“* The Mosaic law, that neither sex shall wear the appropriate dress 
the other,” teaches that the provinces of duty and employmeut assigned 
to the sexes by their moral governor are distinct, and that this distinction 
ought to be carefully regarded. 

The silence of Absalom during two years when he was meditating ter 
rible revenge against Ammon, is thus illustrated by an old writer: The 
mother in the fable told the mouse there was no danger from the flutter- 
ing, clamorous cock, but from the silent cat she was to expect presen 


death. 


Degenerate and abominably wicked as was Absalom, yet the affectior 
of his father clung to him. ‘ Wonderful,” says an old writer, “ 1s tl 
affection which parents have to their children, by which we may rais 
our thoughts to comprehend a little of the inconceivable love of ou 
heavenly father towards his own eterual Son, and towards mankind for 
his sake.” 


Josephus says, the Jews scattered in their hair every day particles © 
gold, which made their hair shine and sparkle by the reflection of th 
sun’s rays, upon the gold. This singular custom may explain the gree 
weight of Absalom’s hair. (2 Saml. xxiv. 26.) 


Repentance as including contrition, confession, supplication a 


er 


amendment, is set forth in Solomon’s payer: at the dedication of & 
temple, thus:—‘If they shall bethink themselves and repent, 2 
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make supplication to thee, saying, we have sinned,—and so return to 
thee with all their heart, and all their soul.” The parable of the prodi- 
gal son gives an exemplification, as here we have a description, of re- 
nentance. ‘The correspondence of the precept and the parable is exact. 
“ Repentance begins,” says Patrick, * in serious reflection, (the prodigal 
“came to himself,”’) on past life and present miseries into which their 
sins have brought men. It begets an unfeigned sorrow and resolution of 
amendment, with earnest supplication for mercy and grace: confessing 
themselves nnworthy of it, and concludes in their quitting that wicked 
course of life, and their sincere conversion to the service ot God.” 

The expression in the Lord’s Prayer, “ Hallowed,’ has a reference to 
the 3d commandment, as if, enable us, to avoid the sin of taking thy 
name in vain, but on the contrary, to hallow it. ‘ The name of God,” 
(remarks Patrick,) “is said to be hallowed or sanctified by us, when we 
use it holily, and reverently.” (1 Kings viii. 64.) The same day did the 
King hallow the court, (ix. 3.) | have hallowed this house, ¢. e. employed 
it to holy uses, as it were, honored it by religious acts. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


—-— 


Messrs. Editors,—The following article is from the pen of an esteem- 
ed correspondent of the Gospel Messenger. It appeared in print some 
time ago, but is certainly new to most of your readers, and it seems to 
me is peculiarly appropriate at this fatal season. 

A friend of the Author. 


THE SLEEP OF DEATH.—Psa. xiii. 3. 


The sun is declining. Evening shadows fall. Nature seems to whis- 
per in every reflection, at twilight, remember “ the sleep of death.” The 
remembrance would certainly be frightful to those, who have no hope 
beyond the grave; who have built their happiness on pleasures of sin, 
and who live as if there were no limit to life’s sad delusions. ‘The 
thought of death must be more than painful to him, who cherishes the ill 
grounded hope that this life time composes all of existence; or who can- 
uot remove the dreadful fear that bis doom ts to meet the eternal frown 
ofan angry God. Such were not the Psalmist’s view. He had set the 
Lord always before him. Therefore exclaimed he, “ my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiced, because thou wilt not leave my soul in the grave.” 
(Psalms 16.) And in the passage of the sacred hymn, which has been se- 
lected as a guide to our meditations, he calls upon the divine mercy for 
the special influences of grace, to protect him from future evil: or to 
use his own language, * lighten mine eyes, lest | sleep the sleep of death.” 

Two modes of construction may be applied to the language of this 
petition.-The first is, that the Psalmist invoked the illuminations of 
grace to prevent his soul from falling into the slumber of sin, as fatal as if 
it were the sleep of death, or an everlasting sleep: the other idea is, 
the deprecation of unbelief and irreligion, which would make death, 
“ome when it would, an unwelcome visitation: and therefore be prays 
for divine influence to lighten his understanding and conscience lest he 
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fall without timely notice into the grave : Both views are embodied jy, 
supplication; aud it may be understood as the prayer for grace, tu pre. 
pare the soul for death. 

What, my brother are yonr views of this last great change of nature) 
Do you know them yourself? Have you seriously reflec ‘ted on the subj Hject 
Are you aware that you must die? ‘Let conscience reply to the inqui an 
Have you made a sufficient proparation against the uncertainty of deat} 
If not, there are memorials of mortality around you, which invite your o| 
servation; and certain reflections arising from the knowledge of huma, 
accountability to sovereign justice, which demand your adoption. 

In the first place, the signs of death are spread abroad upon the surface 
of nature. Every thing changes, fleets and passes away. A gradual 
decomposition enters into the principles of creation. Life is only an ad. 
vance to death. The tender shrub, which opened its fragrant blossom, 
to the rosy smiles of the morning, withers under the noontide he ats aud is 
shaken into its grave by the eveniug sigh that whispe rs its elegy! Beay. 
tiful and flower-crowned spring breaks forth from the icy sepulchre of wi 
ter. Daylight is succeeded by darkness. Thus the reflections from nature’ ; 
mirror are the emblems of human life full of vicissitudes, which at last 
must terminate in death. Again: this solemn truth is conveyed to the n 
by daily observation of the shortness and uncertainty of life. — Look 
around you, my brother, and answer, where are the friends of your youth, 
the associates of early vears, the companions of your pastimes, or avora- 
tions ? Has the destroyer made sad havoc in the circle of your acquain. 
tance ? Has he with ruthless hand hewn down some of your brilliant pros- 
pects; strewn to the winds your strongest affections ; and will he be more 
sparing and merciful of your body? If he be commissioned to slay some 
of the human family for your observation and benefit, will he not wit! 
equal reason and justice make your death an example and warning 
others. 

But further. You carry in your frame the seeds of death. What means 
the aching limb, the fretting sore, the shooting nerve the deadly swoon— 
yea, the countless pains and ails to which flesh is heir to? These are no- 
tices, unfailing notices, of the truth communicated by divine revelation. 
“ Dust thou art, and unto dust, thou must return.’ There is certainly no 
necessity for an appeal to the sacred Scriptures in proof of this truth. 
But the information, so derived, is more valuable than that of other sour- 
ces, as it explains the cause : and proposes the moral remedies of death. 
This penal conse quence of sin is considered an evil: and sv it is anew 
of the most alarming character that could happen to man, But under ex 
isting circumstances, it is an evidence of sovereign mercy to a fallen and 
sinful race. Who would desire to live always upon earth 1 Who could 
wish to render perpetual the sufferings of human nature—the constant 
mortifications and disap pointments—the endless trials and anxieties —and 
the actual sufferings of the mind with the afflicted body, which are the un- 
alienable rights of mortal inheritance ? Death then is a punishment ‘ ol 
sin; but it is intended asa blessing to the sinner. Let us inquire iD 
what w ways — First then, my brother, feel the necessity of a Saviour’s 
atonement to procure the pardon of your sins. Embrace the ofter of sal- 
vation by a covenant of grace. Obtain the full assurance of hope, in the 
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ace of God which passeth all understanding; and of a resurrection 
among the just; and could you fear to die? Would you not look upon 
death as sleep in which your tired and worn-out frame would seek its 
appointed rest until its eternal morn? Would you not regard the grave as 
the chamber, in which the spirit would lay its cast off garments, to be it- 
self arrayed in heavenly robes; and enter with bridal array on the 
marriage feast of the Lamb? O what an entirely different aspect from 
that which nature or reason present: does christian faith enable the 
mortal to take of death! The illuminstion of grace assists him te com- 
prehend himself; to know that nothing of his system will be entirely 
destroyed ; and to cherish the wel! tounded hope of a joyous resurrec- 
tion from the grave. His eyes are lightened that he may not sleep for- 
ever in sin. 

In the next place, my Brother, /ive as if this were not your home. 
Realize the important truth, that your earthly residence is not eternal. 
Disengage your affections from their human ties. Act less for the world 
and more for God. Could you then fear to die, so much as you would 
apprehend an eternal sleep in the grave? If you were on the eve of 
recovering a large estate: about to meet your long separated friends: 
or to realize the most brilliant scheme of anticipation, would you think it 
worth while to complain at the forms of justice, that restored your wealth; 
the length of the journey that brought you home; or the labor expend- 
ed to crown your felicity? And O! my Brother! what are the riches, 
honors or enjoyments of this world, in comparison of the eternal glories 
of heaven ? What -is life on earth, with its most endearing tics, worth, 
in contrast of existence in the presence and friendship of God, 

My Brother! Have you taken those views of death! Will it be to you 
as a calm and holy sleep, in which your mortal elements shall be dissol- 
ved and purified, for the angel’s summons to the resurrection of life? Or 
is death dreaded as a sleep of the undying soul, which will be pursued 
by frightful images of divine wrath, until delivered over, by the last 
sentence of judgment, to endless woe! Whatare your reflections on this 
alternative? Die you must. What principle is to sustain you on the bed of 
death? Is it honor, virtue, morality, such as the world enumetates and 
applauds? They are all broken reeds. ‘They are uot sufficient supports 
in time of adversity, much less in the hour of death, and in the day of 
jadgment. Nothing less than the Saviour’s atonement, and the influ- 
ence of his grace can sustain the soul at those trying periods. Pause 
then and be wise. The world will betray, health and life will fail you; 
but the Saviour’s promise is everlasting truth. He cannot deceive; nor 
be deceived. He is Yea and Amen. And his promise in the covenant 
of mercy is, Be ye faithful unto death; and I will give you a crown of 
life. 

30 


NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





Publication of the Associate Alumni of the General Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, for the 
year of our Lord 1838, being the Sermon and Essay delivered at the 
annual meeting in June.—This useful and interesting Society has pub- 
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lished six Sermons and as many Essays in as many years. In the 
face. by the President, to the publication before us, is the folio, 
judicious appeal to the sons in behalf of the mother: Allow me 
respectfully and earnestly to call your attention to the subject of an a 

al collection for the benefit of the funds of the Semi nary. It is a paip. 
ful reflection, that with all the wealth with which the Church of ¢ 
United States is blessed, the permanent fads of our invaluable coms . 
are permitted to be used for defraying the annual expenses. The m¢ 
Jancholy truth is, that from &75 000, in twelve years the funds have, 


minished to $27,898. It will therefore be seen, that the sum of 4.(o¢ 
annually raised throughout our wide-spread and fertile countr 
would have preserved the original sum entire ; and it will also be of 
served that as the number of our association amounts to one hundy 
and sixty, if each member would contribute but twenty-five cata, i 
would put a stop to the ruinous diminution ot the te ae The Seminar 
looks to her sons for support! Shall she look in vain? De voutly pr avi 
for the prosperity of our dearly cherished Institution, to whic h all of . 
are so largely indebted, and humbly trusting that no son of hers wi 
ever bring her dishonor, or cease to cherish any other than the stronge 
desire for her renown. l am brethren, your friend, and fellow laborer j 
the Church of Christ.” The subject of the sermon before us, on th 
Trinity, has the following among other excellent remarks: “ Huma 
society, itis certain, abounds with visionary men; yet they are 


generally the AR aT who are so reputed by the world, but such 


are seen most ostentatious and busy on the theatre of life—empiries 


of the wonders they are to work in a day, attract th 


} 


who by promises 
public gaze, and receive the name of practical men, while in fact 
are the very drones of society. On the other hand, the man who wil 
modesty, and silence, and with an ability equal to the task, pursues tl 
investigation of any one of the great branches of truth, and spends | 
whole retired life iu preparing his discoveries on that single branch { 
the inspection and use of mankind, is, though the name be denied | ™ 

to all intents and purposes a practical man.” “ When we are told of 
the existence of higher orders of beings 1 in the great family of the Father 
of the universe—of angels and archangels—the object is not to give us 
a full account of the station which they occupy, but merely to present 
that portion of their character and employment which relates to the bu- 
man race. They are spoken of, only as they are agents of the Supreme 

Being in our behalf—as they are ‘ministering spirits, sent forth ' 

minister to the heirs of salvation”—as they are destined to be our com- 
panions for ever, in the holiness and joy of Heaven.” “The Scriptures 
are very clear and simple in their statement of this doctrine; they do 
not attempt to exhibit it in its fullness ; they explain not its presentation 
to other beings, or how it was manifested from eternity ; they tell us not 
of its infinitely various bearings and relations. On the contrary, they 
limit their representation of it to a single point of time, and to one of its 
manifestations, to one of its relations, to one of its bearings—namely, 

the time embraced by our brief sojourn on earth, to its relation to the 
human race, to its manifestation in the plan of our redemption, to its 
bearing upon our spiritual health, and our everlasting salvation. And 
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this view of the subject sets aside all the cavils I have ever heard against 
4: for each and all of these cavils are brought from various points out- 
side of the circle, by which as it appears from the Scriptures, all human 
inquiry is bounded.” 

The Essay has for its theme the text. ‘ He that believeth shall not 
make haste,” and in its “ practical illustration,”” we have these sound 
and valuable remarks: ‘‘ whatever may have been the case in former 
times, there is no excuse now, for hastening into the ministry, and for 
neglecting that preparation, which the will of our Lord Jesus Curist 
and the Canons of our Church alike require. That impatient desire to 
be useful and those impressions of duty, as to the immediate need of la- 
borers and the supposed calls of Providence im particular cases, which 
lead so many candidates for orders to cut short their term of study, and 
take upon them prematurely the vows of ordination, may in most cases, 
however -incerely believed and well meant, be resolved into other and 
less worthy motives, such as impatience, vanity, self-confidence, a desire 
of prominence and advancement, and a delusive hope of being able to 
make up afterwards, what was lost in the time of preparation.” * * 
“In every other line of life, thorough training is not only considered 
important, but absolutely required. ‘lhe labors of the field require years 
of toil, and practice, in order to engage in them with profit and success. 
And shall he who is called to labor in Gop’s husbandry, need no skill 
and no preparation? The humblest of the mechanic arts make the same 
requirement, while in all the other liberal professions, a full and thorough 
course of study, equal to the longest term and the highest standard pre- 
scribed by our Canons, is required by law: and without any discretion 
allowed, or exemption given, is rigidly exacted. And while the laws of 
the land seek to secure the rights and the health of the community from 
empirics in law or in medicine, surely the guardians of the Church 
should strive to secure her unity and peace, and set forward the salvation 
of her members, by shutting the door of entrance against all novices in 
theology and experience. While it may be safely said, that no one has 
ever cutshort his course of study, however strong his temptations or 
however clear his supposed call of duty, without living in sorrow for it 
with unavailing regret; it may also be said, that the most of such per- 
sons either live to be troublers in [srael, or sink into a mortifying infe- 
riority.’” * ® ‘ You will find the motto of this Essay, a safe com- 
panion in all the journey of life; a wise counseller in all your difficulties 
and perplexities; a valuable guide in the adoption of principles and 
opinions; an important aid in the direction of your course, and the regu- 
lation of your conduct; and aun unfailing source of comfort, in your days of 
darkness and diseouragement. In all your ways, then, in all your opin- 
ions, and in all your principles, in all your measures, look well to the 
end thereof. Be not blinded and deceived by the lures of expediency and 
the promise of immediate good, but let the eye ot faith ever look upward 
tothe rignT and the Tru, and forward to the HIGHER EXPEDIENCY and 
brighter promise of ULTIMATE AND ETERNAL GooD”’ 

St. Paul’s College—From a very interesting and useful pamphlet 
with the above title we extract the following information and remarks: 
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‘ The Institution is divided into two departments, viz: Tre Corry. 
GiaTE Famity and THe Acapemic Boarp anp CLAsses. 

The Rector, the Students, and such of the Professors and caarrecees irs 
as may be associ: ited with the Rector in their government, compose the 
Household, or Collegiate Family. The great “obi ject of the first nameg 
department of this institution, is ‘the moral education of the students. by 
means of a paternal and familiar discipling, and a regulation ol circy, 
stances favorable to the cultivation of Christian character. For this pur. 
»ose the Academic and Domestic discipline will be kept distinct, and 
the rank of a student in one department will not be affected by his rank 
in the other. He may stand high in the Academy and low in the Fan). 
ly; or, not having the talents of his companions, his rank may be com. 
paratively low in the Academy, while, tor the qualities of the heart, he 
may be respected aud beloved in the Family. Not that it is designed 
to make provision fur amiable indolence and harmless stupidity—for 
those who prove inadequate to the studies of the Institution will not be 
retained—but to give that place to moral excellence which it deserves 
in a professedly Christian institution, and of which 1 is it deprived when 
merit is graduate ‘d solely on the scale of intellect.” “The religion of the 
Family is that of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the services of which 
all the professors, instructors, and students will regularly attend.” “The 
impression in the minds of some, that the College is designed only for 
Theological Students, is holy erroneous. The Studies are calculated 
for thedifferent profe ssions, or for active life, as much as in any of our Col- 
leges."’ “ The Professors of Dr awing and Music will give lessons to those 
Students who may have the requisite leisure, and w hess parents are willing 
tu incur the expense.” ‘“ The Rector, as Senior of the Family, will ex- 
ercise his discretion in excluding foppery and extravagance ; propriety 
in dress being a proper subject of education.—Visits are not received on 
Sunday.”’ 

** Principles forming the basis of the plan of St. Paul’s College and 
School.—The education of his child in “the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” is the duty and proper business of the parent. 

The parent may not transfer the education of his child to others, seeing 
it is his own proper business, unless he conscientiously believes that 
such a transfer is required by the real welfare of the child. 

Whenever the parent transfers the education of his child to others, 
he must delegate without reservation, his authority and discretion, for 
the time being, to those whom he has chosen to act in his place. 

The time of life at which this transfer is generally made—viz.. from 
twelve or fourteen to eighteen—is the most dangerous to youth, and one 
which especially needs parental counsel and guidance, and therefore re- 
quires that sure and adequate provision be made for such counsel and 
guidance, as well as for literary and intellectual education. 

From the above it follows, that the transfer of parental duty, in regard 
to education, should be made to an Individual competent and willing to 
assume it, and not to a body of men, inasmuch as an individual, and no 
body of men, can adequately discharge parental duty, or exercise with 
success parental authority. 
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A number of parents thus delegating their daty to another individual, 
gives rise to the public School, or College, of which, of course, that in- 
Jividual must be the head, 

[n an institution formed on these principles, the members of the same 
ehould hold a relation to its head, as members of his family, and distinet 
from their character as students. The institution thus divides itself in- 
to the Family and the Academy—the management of each being appro- 
ate and distinct—and hence May be regarded as a Home ScHoot OR 
CoLLEGE, 

Education in christianity and in the social and gentler virtues, to 
which the circumstances of public scliools are generally unfavorable, 
should be the main object of a Home Schoul.* 

The religious instruction of a Home School, or College, should be in 
accordan¢e with the principles and views of some one branch of the 
Christian Charch, as thus alone it can be systematic and efficient, and 
satisfy the parent who is a member of some particular branch of the 
Christian Church. 

The Academy must be subordinate to the Family order, that the su- 
premacy of parental authority may be sustained, of which the head of 
the family is the represensative, and inasmuch as instruction in science 
and literature is subordinate to education in the virtues and morals of 
Christianity, the charge of which the parent has committed to the head 
of the family. 

The duty of obedience, in an institution on these princip!ss, ' 
the ground of filial duty. It is to be rendered implicitly to superiors, as 
the representatives of parental authority.’  “ The course of study” is 
comprehensive, but we wish inthe religious department, some works 
might be introduced illustrating the principles and usages of our Church, 

What better books for this purpose can there be used than those 
adopted at “ St. Mary’s Hall,” viz.:—Hobart on the Common Prayer— 
Hobart (more properly Nelson) on the Fasts and Festivals, and Heury's 
singham, for they cover much of the ground of doctrine, discipline and 
practice, The generalities of christianity, are taught by our State ine 
stitutions. Church institutions should go beyond Paley and Butler. The 
Holy Scriptures we are pleased to notice are part of the course of study 
in all the four classes. 

The annual expense (exclusive of clothing) 1s about $300. 

Persons preparing to be Teachers are received for about 3100. 

Memoirs of Mrs. Hawks, late of Islington ; including remarks in con- 
versation and extracts from Sermons and Letters of the lute Rev. Richard 
Cecil, By Catharine Cecil. Philadelphia, J. Wetham, 1838.—The 
book is mainly made up of extracts from the Diary and Correspondence 
of Mrs. Hawks, calculated to illustrate her Christian experience. And 
in this, there is much that may be profitably studied by all. Her deep 
and pungent views of the nature and character of sin, contrasted strongly 
with her very exemplary life and conduct; while her clear perceptions, 


Cae the family is small, it may. in a good degree, supply the influences of a 
ristian home, ‘The families in St, Paul's College, will be divided into the smallest 
Qumbers practicable. 
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relative to the doctrines of grace, accompanied as they were | 
most concientious regard to their practical tendency, set off her ¢ 
tian character ina strong and commanding view. So also, hey 
vering, though simple faith, ever found in connection with deep p, 
tence for her transgressions, and blended with a filial and reverens 
fear of God ; made her an object of admiration to every plous soul, | 
her history too, we find an example ofgpatient endurance under, 
most afflicting dispensations, which may Well be made the study o} 
in similar circumstances 

But when we have said all this, we are sorry to be obliged to a, 
that in some other respects, we cannot commend the life of Mrs. Hawk: 
as an example to any one, We know not, whether the defect to whic 
we allude, actually existed in her character, or whether it is made 
appear so by the injudicious management of her biographer. To ma! 
ourselves more fully understood, we will recite as briefly as may | 
some of the circumstances to which we allude. ; 

Mrs. H., though the daughter of very pious parents, was exceeding 
fond of all the gaveties and dissipation of fashionable life: and 
early period, married a man of the world, with whom she might reason. 
ablyeapectto enjoy all that money could purchase, and as would seem fi 
the biography, without her parents’ consent. Some time after her marr 
she attended divine service with a pious sister, at the Church occu 
by the Rev. Richard Cecil. Her heart was touched, she became Serivus 
and afterwards. pious, From this time she seems to have been unde 
8 morbid sensitiveness, on the subject of her intercourse with the wo: 
Judging from the occasional allusions, and they are but very occaso 
she was unwilling to mingle with such society as she might have 
cently associated with, and which it seems her husband desired her 
associate with, through fear of temptation upon her. Indeed, her w! 
course seems to indicate an endeavour to aveid those temprations w 
every person must encounter, and which are among the Christian’s | 
als, by fleeing from them, rather than a willingness to meet, what Pro. 
vidence has seen fit to order, trusting in God for grace to withstand te: 
tation in the hour of trial. It seems to have been the influence of 
principle, which led her to say she was “ thankful she had no children, 
they would be occasions of sorrow; and serve to tie her affections! 
the world.” 

But among all the defects of her character. none has struck us so for 
cibly, and so paintally, as the studied neglect of her hushand. We 
“studied,” for so it appears from the biography, for though a man of tn 
world, and without a well grounded hope of deaven. jt does not appe* 
from the Memoir, that she ever made the least effort to secure his ¢ 
version, nor that one prayer ever ascended to heaven, that he in w! 
hands are all the ¢hildren of men, would be pleased to bring him inte t 
way ofalltruth. In a person of her deep religious sensibility, we show 
expect her unrepenting husband to be the burthen of her prayers. W 
should expect that she would lay his case before her Father in Heave! 
beseeching him, with strony crving and many tears, to save his * 
alive. While, therefore, there are many things in the character of Mrs 
Hawks, which we admire, and which we would commend to the atte 
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tion of all, and especially our female readers, we are obliged to except 
every thing connected with her domestic rclations, as drawn by the Me- 
moir, fcom among the number of things to be commended.— Chronicle of 
the Church. 


—_ ——=_— 0 &*?————e———— 


SELECTIONS, 

Messrs. Editors,—We have an excellent Tract put in circulation by 
our ** Society for the advancement of Christianity,” entitled * a Sermon 
on the death of Children, by the Right Rev, T. Dehon, D. D.” Much 
and deservedly has that Tract been approved, and the following on the 
same subject will be not less so; and from both, afflicted parents, whose 
number among us, is now more than ordinarily great, may derive valua- 
ble consolation and monition. 

from the Protestant Episcopalian. 
THE CASE OF DYING CHILDREN. 

Nothing in a survey of human affairs appears so paradoxical, so unac- 
countable, as the case of children dying beiore the sufficient develope- 
ment of their moral faculties. We ask with philesephical eunosity why 
were they sent hither, like premature flowers, to droop and die betore 
they have expanded! We ask, with a deeper sentiment than curiosity, 
why were they given to our affections just long enough to gain all their 
strength, and fur the period which claims the greatest tenderness, and 
then snatched away, leaving our whole soul shattered by the violence 7? 
Weask in deep religious anxiety why they are sent into this world of pro- 
bation, and in the language of the Psalmist, “‘shapen in iniquity and con- 
ceived in sin,” and before that probation has begun, before the Spirit 
can have produced fruit in their souls, before they knew how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, removed from the scene of trial, without 
labors to rest from, and without good works to follow them ? Such are 
the inquires of our solicitude. We may answer them in the language of 
our Saviour, ‘ Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Gop hath per- 
fected praise ;”” his purest human praises above are sung by these purest 
earthly beings. We may confirm our answer from many passages of 
Scripture, “ Of such is the kingdom of heaven;” “ [tis not the will of 
your heavenly father that one of these litte ones should perish.” In 
plain terms, every one uot accountable for actual sin is saved; they all 
are suffered to come unto Curist,” and * none shall pluck them out of 
his hand.” 

On this corfsoling doctrine we first remark, that it is a triamphant an- 
swerto the chief difficulties and surrmises of the case of a dying infant, 
It fully vindicates the dealings of the Almighty, and it relieves the anxie- 
tes of the philanthropist and the parent. Mercy, eternal mercy, merey 
secured at once, and not left to the contingency of repentance, is the 
commutation children receive for a few pains and for the short struggles of 
death; and be our doubts and sorrows what they may, they should be 
silenced in view of the great, the cerfain beatitude of a dying innocent. 
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Though their fleeting eart!lv life present mystery, since it is 9 ver, 
transient, théir immortal portion, not left like ours to the uncertain jscy, 
of probation, to the uncertainty whether the change of charact: 
take place, should convert all skeptical feeling at their untimely d 
ture into gratitude for their sure and unque stionable bliss, 

Yet there is no greater mystery in the above circumstances, than 
almost every thing relating to fallen mau. Had buman ».iure remaip, 
in its integrity, and the earth never been cursed, we stiould have see, 
every intejligent being conducted through a full lile of o— 
leaving this world prematurely, not burthe ned with pain, thouch wi 
oul transgression, and pol wout dit ng by its de ‘parture the holies st se] 
bilities of the hnman breast. It was the fall that occasioned these 
every derangemeut of our affairs. The earth is filled with proofs | 
deflection. 

Nay, the death of infants is not only kindred with the other distractioy 
of our fallen world; it goes far towards a solution of one of the deenes 
mysteries connected wiih the fall. What more affecting mystery 
this—that after sin had entered inte the world, and death by sin, 
death eternal was threatening us in the world to come, the Almig 
should yet continue our race, and make us undergo a trial of these awfy 
hazards! Doubiless he hath sufficient reasons for such a course, thous 
we cannot fathom them. But how much diminished is this myste 
when we reflect that perhaps half of human births die before the ag 
perfect accountability. “(ne half of the beings ruined by Satan are, | 
this merey of Gop, early death, snatched directly from his grasp, 
“hid in the secret of his own tabernable.”” Here the evil one can 
sault them by no temptation, for they are too young; he can reach by 
artifice their guileless understandings ; their wills have as yet no mora 
capacity to cousent to evil, and thus yield him a triumph; though under 
the disabilities of original sin, they have contracted no guilt ‘rom actual 
sin. ‘Though in the great sland of the fallen, and in sc riptural languag 
“concluded with all under sin,’ * they are personally innocent, having 
never brougst in.o palpable deeds the depraved tendencies which they 
inherit. And they are taken to heaven in this immature condition ; 
clouds which enveloped them being dissipated, and they exalted to them 
givens of light. Thus by a direct and obvious providence are the calan 
ties produced by sin made to counteract the purposes of the maligna 
author of both sin and calamity; sickness and accident, introduced by 
Satan, are overraled by Heaven to his defeat; one half of his victims 
are thus delivered from any warfare with him and are forever secured 
from him by this confounding of his stratagems. The ** enemy and ave! 
ger” is conspicuously foiled in this ‘ ordaining strength,” and “ wre 
ing praise” in the persons of “ babes and sucklings.” 

This particular, though it is the least attended to, seems one of the 
most conspicuous in the work of the Redeemer. The stake indeed at 
issue on the part of one fully entered upon probation is so immense, 
nothing less than the safety of his imperishable soul; the care of secur 
ing it is so great, and the anxiety for the event so deep, that the affairs 
of youthful members of the Redeemer’s flock attract but a limited inqu f 
ry. And this moderate interest is satisfied the moment we consider that : 
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their bliss, dying thus early, is undoubted and secure. But let us elevate 
our souls above the human interest of their case; let us contemplate its 
relation tothe glory of Gop; let us survey the death-bed of a child with 
sentiments such as glow in the angel’s bosom, who waits to carry its soul 
into paradise, with sentiments such as will animate a glorified gaint 
when his recollection may return to a scene once 80 grievously afflicting, 
and his understanding perceive how it promoted the divine honor; thus 
let us meditate on the departure of an infant, and we shall ae knowledge 
it one of the brightest glories of our God, and his Christ. 

Go back, then, in imagination, to the loss of paradise. Behold man 
fallen ; behold the progenitor of our race in actual tran: cyression, and 
ripe for immediate death: behold his whole offspring yet unborn, de- 
based in the fountain of their nature, the stream of life ready to flow 
contaminated into their veins, and bring into them the seeds of ds pravi- 
ty, and also fertility within for the growth and inerease of that de- 
pravity. Shall the Deity permit the deteriorated creatures to come into 
existence 2 If they exist not the y cannot become immortals. And that 
the opportunity of immortal life be not withheld, the Redeeme: prof- 
fers the atonemeut which shall vindicate the perfection of Gop in grant- 
ing mercy to imperfection . through the Redeemer our ansestor 18 res- 
pited from immediate death, and we his offspr in) ry are rivitte to enter 
into life. Shall, however, all thus rescued from annihilation be brought 
into actual probation, live till their immortality 1s } oO) rded by sin and 


be numbered among those candidates for glory, of whom it is said, 
“ Many are called, but few chosen.” No: a vast number shall die be 
fore their capacities are mature enough for tral. ‘They are snatched 


away from the ‘“‘enemy and the avenger,’ and the lhe avenly courts are 
thus thronged with those who were once advancing to the brink of ruin, 
but never reached it. These we may account the great first class of the 
redeemed, Sanctified from inherent depravity, re leased trom the very 
tendency to sin, as also @ those actually sinning, but reclaimed and re- 
newed will be when their trial is ended, they become children of God, 
children of the resurrection, the purest sources of praise to the lamb, who 
loved them, and redeemed them by his own blood. 

Do we ask, why were not we thus favored, thus sé parat d from Lem p- 
tation, and taken home to God in infancy ? why have we been left with- 
in the dominions of the prince of this world, till we have become his 


servants, and until it be doubtful whether we love our Maker; for “if 


'” do we 


any man love the world, the love of the father is not in him 
ask why such a distinction is made between us and these favored beings 
—It is notin man to answer ; further at least than to allege the obvious 
propriety of God’s being glorified by human probation; but it will be 
made clear in the last day, for the “Judge of the whole earth will do 
right.” Tet me ask in return, why are other seeming partialities mani- 
fested in the Divine plans! why were the Israelites forced into the truth, 
while the Gentiles were Jeft to their evil course ? why Is Christianity 
proclaimed to parts only of the world, and not as yi t to the whole earth? 
why, after one generation has renounced the cross for the Arabian im- 
poster, is not the cross again preached to after generations not in fault? 
why is not blindness removed fiom the Israel of the present day? We 
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cannot solve these mysteries. Norcan we solve the more palpa}y, 
difficulty that some children and youth have every advantage of | 
education. and others eve ry disadvantage of infamous precept and | ex 
ple. If the equity of suc h cases, if the reward or punishment o 
favored or not favored in this life, were to be awarded by a. de 
sion, we might ask an insight into the principles and purposes of God 
such dispeusations, But as we are not the dispensers, but only the hum. 
ble expectants of this equity, us ourselves are to receive future rey 
or punishment, we are over curious to desire further knowledy 
may coucern ourselves. He who calls to his bosom so many lambs 
his flock, before they have strayed is impartial, 1s merciful, above a 
isholy. He is impartial in seeking every sheep that is lost. Hej 
merciful in bringing back again all who will return. He is holy in cop- 
lition all the obstinate. These trutlis concern us, and y 
are certified of them by Scripture. But it does zot concern us to know 
why a dying infant ts doubly favored—saved, and saved without at 
We must be content with a conviction of the facts, that through Curis, 
all dying children are saved; but of older persons those only ere say, 
who acquire by repentance and faith the new heart and new spirit. 

And who will deny such doctrine? will the darkness that overhang: 
the equity of the case of children, as compared with ours, make y 
skeptical? Try then the contrary supposition. Infants (you assert 
are notallsaved. Some perhaps are chosen, but others (you argue) ar 
given to perdition. Bail ask, why should some children be abandoned 
by their Creator? have they sinned againsthim; have they contradict- 
ed his will; have they bre: ithed a cainst him the defiance of presumptu 
ous crime? No—they have not one deed to be brought into judgm 
in all these things they are innocent. But they are vessels of depravi 
(you answer,) ready to sin, though never actually transgressing ; 
however, were the elect infants you speak of; in every respect both tl 
supposed classes are alike. And, if any of them had been irreclaima- 
bly unfit. for God’s glory, and incapaciated for mercy through Christ, 
unquestionably they would have never been permitted to e xist. Seeing 
however, that they have become living souls, and this through the ment 
of the cross, we have an earnest and token of their receiving full benef 
from the cross, full and perfect salvation. . There is not a basis of either 
reasoning or Scripture for the denial of the doctrine of the universal sal- 
vation of dying infants. Reason assures us that the justice of God is 
more deeply implicated in denying salvation to dying innocents, than it 
awarding to them a larger measure of favor than to us, who yet are not 
without favors innumerable. And S¢ ripture when it affirms * of such is 
the kingdom of heaven,” while it thus designates the kind of character 
most acceptable on high, obviously impliesthat al of those to whom such 
a character naturally appertains—naturally, i. e. as the natural result o! 
what Christ did for them—all will be heirs of that kingdom: the language 
fof such as children,” intimates that they are the models; and 1! we, 
Imitators of those models, eae be accepted, surely not one of the mo- 
dels themselves will be re jected. 

Such is the doctrine of Scripture concerning the future destiny of al! 
who die before the sufficient expansion of their accountable faculties. 
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We know not at what period ot life the change to,accountability may be 


dated. But we trust that the heavenly father, who is thus con picaous- 
'y merciful in the outset of our existence, will not sudden!y relinquish 
‘is love. Many of the more juvenile faults may not be potice as sins 


before him. And there soon arrives a period of tender feeling and 
conscience, in which the novice in responsibility is sorry for each de- 
linquency as it is past, and some of them improve this#ender concern 
to their own correction, and amendment, and beginning piety. These 
are the gentlest breathinys ofthe Spirit, producing in the soul agitations 
scarcely porceptible, yet results in practice of the deepest and most el- 


during kind. By such mercies of God is early piety begun, and youth- 
fal piety established. And itis from resistance of these cilorts of the 
spirit in the youthful conscience, from yielding to sin | O t of 
life, that the love of the Creator is ip part Ww ithdrawn ; 1 ller wards 
that love is held contingent on the deeper convictions and more painful 
repentance of adult years. How forcibly is Illustrated the d ficu ty of 
the change to repentance by the doctrine we have now defended; for 
through anticipation of the difficulty of conversion, half who are born 


are very soon snatched from the power of Satan—before they can | ave 
acquiesced in his bondage, and while as yet they need no repentance. 

In this thought he our first practic | improvement, \\ Hen we wit- 
ness the departure of an innocent, let the retlection be most penetrating 
in our Dosoms, that Grod, in rescuing his * little one,” teaches us the 
immense dificulties that obstrnet ovr access toohim after sin has begun 
Lo triumph. He takes home the babe or the ehild in love—in love he 
saves it fromthe snares of the world and of Satan. He desiens not to 
take us home so early and so pure ; but he loves us alsa, anc therefore 
permits our sensibilities to be deeply afflicted that the lesson may be 
effectual, Often, is it true, that *‘ God. to save the parents, takes the 
child ;”’ while the child is more than repaid for its sufferings with esca- 
ping the moral trial and with sure salvation, 

The next reflection we offer is, that it ought to comfort a parent, 
under such a bereavement, that the child is secure in the favor and en- 
joyment of God, happier far than if recalled by a miraclyo, like those 
raised by Elijah and Elisha. Nay, more: when death shall summon 
in turn godly parents, and they look round with grief on the remaining 
offspring from whom they must be parted, let them rejoice that in the 
world to which they are hastening, their children who have gone before 
are ready to embrace them, and to repay with their blissful welcome the 
sorrows of an earthly farewell to the children they leave behind. The 
fervor of parental feeling towatds the latter shall scarcely subside in 
death, ere it shall burst forth anew towards the former in the presence of 
those once lamented. 

Parents, in the day of your grief, when God seems to have * brought 
evil on you by slaying your children,” treasure this thought; that the 
babes whose death you have mourned are those to whom you will first 
be permanently re-united, 

My readers at large, while you think of these things, remember that 
as it is the simplicity of childhood that brings them to such blessedness 
the like simplicity will proportionally be required of you; for “except 
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ye be converted, and become as litile children, ye shall not ente 
the kingdom of heaven.” Seek then, that conversion, that entire “+,. 
Foiitiation by the renewing of the mind,” which, purifying your }, 
ke that of » babe, will ™ perfect your praises in heaven,” and here , 
tablish you iw favor w ith Gad. 

Oh! what perfection of joy, when every such tie of parental and § 
affection, eeemesh on earth shall be united agai on the last day, 
when all sha!! be inseparably bound together i in the love of the diy; 
universal Father! May we then stand_in this happy lot! And may y, 
all eae this privilege of the children of God ere our days be cult 
and we be numbered finally with the children of the wic ked one 


A CHRISTIAN PARENT'S REFLECTIONS ON THE DEATH OF A CcHiy 

The bi jortality show that more than half the human race die ;, 
infancy and childhood, As God then gave us five children, and hg, 
now tuken aw ay three, we are not to think ourselves more hardly deal: 
with than others; especially as those dear little oves have doubtless ep. 
tered upou a good exchange, There is much in the consideration, tha 

s0 many immortal hofsan beings are just shown to this world, aa 

quic ‘kly removed into another. ‘They are as those plants which are op. 
thered and housed the moment the ‘vy are In season; while others who ay. 
rive at maturer age, are as the fewer plants, Which, being left for seed 
remain longer out in wind and weather, What nains*one’s natural feel. 
ings most is, that we so much miss the delight we have enjoyed in the 
lovely innocent waysofa thriving child. But even this is made up for 
bythe sure and certain pr spect of what is far better. We do not regre’ 
the fall of the sweet and deli shiful blossoms of our plants and tr 
though they soon drop off in such multitudes, because the fruit w} 
succeeds | is attended with more substantial enjoy me nt. Had we ha 
such children born to us a year ago, it is true we should not veh bee 
in our present sorrow ; but having attended it this day to its grave, w: 
are temporarily in the same situation as if we had never possessed i 
And we ean count it gain to be able to reckon one more child of ownir 
heaven. It th: refone. was neither “ made for naught,” nor brought int 
the world.in vain, nor has the care we expended on it been thrown away. 
And now. that such care has ceased, and our responsibility witli it, we 
have more leisure to attend to the one thing needful, an.1 to direct 
this great object in a.more undivided manner, the attention of our twe 
surviving children.—Gamb, Obs, 


THREE CAUSES OF SPIRITUAL DECLENSION, 
ofp. An Extract of a Cirenlar Letter of the Boston Association. 

May not this declension be m part the result of areaction w hich has 
naturally succeeded the high wroug cht excitements of past years / W aiving 
all reference to other objoc ts whic b have enlisted the attention and stirred 
the deep sympathies Of christians, it is sufficient to allude to the revival 
‘spirit Which has been abroad in the land, making repeated and heavy 
drafts. upon both the physical and spiritual energies of the churches 
Allowing the motive to*have been good, and the prineiples inculcate 
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evangelical, and the measures employed unexceptionable, and the imme- 
diate results salutary, yet it was impossible for the human mind, without 
miraculous aid, to have endured for a long period such demands upon 
its reserved excitability, without a most debilitating exhaustion, from 
which there is no recovery except by the regular operation of causes 
inherent in the mental constitution. In the midst of the excitement, 
when the religious paroxysm was almost universal, there were some 
who recollected the philosophy of man, and predicted that the issue of 
the forced moral process would be a season of langour and inertness, 
alike mortifying to the friends and grateful to the enemies of a spiritual 
religion. Their forecast was repudiated as unbefitting “the dawn of 
the millenium,” and the experiment was passed through to its consum- 
mation. Can it be questioned that their predictions are now fulltiled, 
and the churches are suffering the results of overwrought excitement ? 
From our experience, let us learn that if we would preserve unharmed 
our moral constitution, and accomplish the greatest amount of good, we 
must act in faithful accordance with the laws of the economy under 
which we live. If we would insure ourselves God’s blessing, we must 
work on his plan. 

Have not the minds of many Christians become infected with the preva- 
lent spirit of worldliness, greatly to the detriment of their personal holiness? 
The master passion of the times is avarice ; and it is to be feared that 
many who profess to have ‘“‘ overcome the world,” and * renounced the 
hidden things of dishonesty,” and laid up their “ treasure in heaven,” and 
become “ strangers und pilgrims on the earth,’ and to be in pursuit of 
“a better counry, that is, an heavenly,” are indulging this earth-born 
ag to the diminution of their influence, the disgrace of their pro- 
ession, and the damage of their godliness. Have not many, * despis- 
ing alike the tardiness of industry, and the scruples of integrity,” ven- 
tured into improper transactions, and thinking only of the readiest way 
to success, overlooked the morality of the means, and thus sacrificed their 
consciences on the altar of mammon? Have not many indiscretely as- 
sumed liabilities which have occasioned them disquietude inconsistent 
with tranquil devotion, and crippled their ability to aid as heretofore 
in sustaining the benevolent enterprises of the church? Where large 
fortunes and with little effort have been amassed, has not asystem of ex- 
trevagant expenditure been too often the result, debasing the heart and 
corrupting the morals ? Have not thousands been stimulated by the de- 
sire of gain to extend their business and multiply their engagements, thus 
creasing their cares, aud, by abridging their hours of meditative retire- 
ment, diminishing their spirituality? Never, in this country, more than at 
present was the love of money the sin of the churches, and they need not 
wonder that they are languid, and are so well nigh forsaken of God. With 
80 gross and degrading an affection, the Holy Spirit can have no fellow- 


ip. 

fens are in the habit of writing their prayers and committing them to 
memory. And this is very well provided they do not, in any way, endeavor 
to honor themselves, by having it believed that they pray extempore ; such 
an attempt at deception, would be lying, not to men only, but to God. If we 
do not premeditate, or as the prophet says, take with us words, we shal’ 4¢ 
rash with our mouths.— Bishop Griswold. 
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ON THE DEATH OF A BEAUTIFUL CHILD. 
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“ Early—bright —transient—chaste as morning dew, 
“ She sparkeled—was exhaled—and went to heaven.” 











She was a bud of promise—that fair child! 
E’en from her infant years ; and o’er her lot, 
Gladness had spread its wing—and fortune smiled, 
In nature's gifts, mind had not been forgot. 


She was rich in all that earthly love could give, 

And blessings strew’d her path—she shed no tears, 
But such as childish griet calls forth, which live 

As long as the memory of childish cares. 


She was within the casket of our hearts, 
A jewel beyond price; a relic priz’d, 

Of one now gone, whose virtue still imparts 
A sweet remembrance—SHE was idolized ! 


She was beautiful as bright, joyous pure, 
Belov'’d and lovely—and fitted to grace 

Those scenes of pleasure, wealth, and state secure, 
And yet the tomb is now HER resting place, 


She was like others, form’d of mortal dust, 
And therefore under death's supreme control; 
She was wmmortal; and among the just, 

Angels hosts are welcoming her soul! 





Strange mixture of a perishable life, 
With what can ne’er decay, nor fade, nor die! 
And often what contention, struggle, strife, 
When called by death towards the grave and sky! 


Together link’d, how hard to break the chain, 
That binds th’ ethereal to its house of clay, 
Yet once dissever'd, effort, ah how vain, 
To keep the spirit from the realms of day. 


Amidst those blessed realins,—radient—fair, 
She shines a star of beauty, though her frame, 
Unconscious of its doom, is mould’ring bere, 
Known to us onl, by its sculptur’d name ! 


She was too gentle for the scenes of wo, 

W hich mark the lot of all who tread life’s stage, 
To us who mourn, ‘tis happiness to know, 

She is where joy and peace her thoughts engage. 


Her parting words were trustin Christ her Lord. 
Her parting look directed to the sky; 

His holy promise,” these hopes atiord, 
That infant fauh may claim a home on high! 


From her brief history, let others learn, 
This solemn, wise, and universal truth, 

Whate er our state we must to dust return, 
Life’s not ensur’d by loveliness nor youth! 


The youngest and the fairest oft go first, 
The higher priz’d, the sooner snatched away, 
‘l he strongest cords of love, the soonest burst, 
The sweetest tlow’ers, eartiest decay ! 


* “ Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 











Religious Intelligence. 


Oh let us set our fond affections where 
Death has no influence, and thus secure 
A life of peace, a refuge trom despair, 
By loving that alone which will endure! 


M. 


m 


Charleston, Sept. 1538. 
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Consecration of St. Philip's Church, Charleston —For this grateful 
ofice, Friday, the 9th inst., has been appointed as the time, Divine 
Service will commence at 11 o'clock, and the public in general are res- 
pectfully invited to be present, 

Anonymous donation to St. Philip's Church.—A marble Font of appro- 
priate size and tasteful formation, has been presented for the use of St. 
Philip's Chureh, by an individual, whose name not being given, the 
satisfaction of making a direct acknowledgment on the part of the ben- 
efitted to their kind and considerate beuetactor, is prevented, The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the letter (post marked Philadelphia) which accom- 
panied the gitt, addressed to the Assistant-Minister. 

“ Rev. Sir,—You will receive by the Langdon Cheves, a marble Font 
for St. Philip’s Church, of which I beg your acceptance, as a small token 
of luve from one of her friends. A Member.” 

Society for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy of the 
P. E. Church in South-Carolina.—On the Sunday preceding the 76th 
anniversary of this ancient and excellent Corporation ; in the discourses 
delivered, in several of our Churches, its claims on the pious and benev- 
oleut® were interestingly urged. At the stated annual meeting (the 3rd 
Wednesday in October) the Report of the Standing Committee (from 
which it appeared that $2500 had during the year been applied to the 
charity) was read, and the following officers elected.—Major Samuel 
Porcher, President; Dr. I. M Campbell, Vice-President; James R. 
Pringle, Treasurer; Edward Frost, Secretary. Standing Committee— 
Henry Deas, Samuel Wrage, Dr. William Read, Dr. Joseph Johnson, 
Hugh Rose, Jas. Jervey, Charles Fraser, J. H. Ladson, J. W. Toomer. 
At the request of several benevolent individuals, the Society expressed 
by a resolution its approbation of its Treasurer taking charge, and its 
Standing Committee undertaking to disburse such sums as might from 
time to time be placed in their hands for the relief of aged and disabled 
Clergymen, It was also resolved to petition the legislature to amend the 
charter of the Society, for the special purpose of authorizing it to act as 
a Trustee for such sums as may be given or bequeathed for the relief of 
superannuated and infirm Clergymen, 

Orphan House of Charleston.—The forty-ninth anniversary (October 
18) of this important institution, (in which every inhabitant of South- 


* See leaves from a Sermon. p. 261. 
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Carolina must feel an interest, and we may add, every philanthropis, 
was celebrated inthe usual manner. A procession of officers of the ¢j;, 
and the institution, the clergy, citizens in general, and the children, moy. 
ed from the house to St. Paul’s Church, where, after hymns (one of 
which was written for the occasion) a prayer and discourse by Rey. M;. 
Rutledge, and an address from one of the Orphans, a collection 
made for the benefit of the institution. A large number of the audience 
then proceeded to the house, to witness the little ones gathered aroun? 
a well spread board, and to indulge in mutual congratulations and sym. 
pathies with the orphans. ; 

Daily and Boc~-ding School_—We invite attention to the advertise. 
ment, on the cover, satisfied that they who are selecting a school fi 
the: laughters, and young boys, and in particular our country friend 
who doard their children in the city, will find great advantages, as it re; 
pects their literary and moral improvement, and their manners also, in 
that institution. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church —From 
the *‘ Spirit of Missions” for October, we extract as follows: The Sec. 
retary of Domestic Missions reported that the success of the School for 
the Indians at Green Bay, “ has not been equal to what the more san. 
guine may have anticipated.” It was resolved that the Domestic Com. 
mittee ‘ will exert itself to sustain for the nevt three years five able 
Missionaries for the State of Arkansas, and five in the Territory of Iowa 
and that the members of the Church be earnestly and affectionately call- 
ed upon to furnish the means for this object.” The Rev. Mr. Boone, ix 
his letter dated Batavia, 17th May, says: ‘“‘ The acquisition of the Chi- 
nese has, I think, in late addresses, been represented as much easiet 
than is is. Mr. Medhurst, (whose opinion I respect very highly) in his 
address, published in the London Missionary Magazine, says, that a man 
of ordinary abilities may speak it with fluency in two years, and con- 
pose in it intelligibly in four. I do not think that the facts which meet 
my eye sustain such a statement as this. Mr. Medhurst, from peculiar 
abilitles, may have done this himself, but it is surely going too far, to saj 
that ordinary men can doit. We have here; one who has been engaged 
in the study of this language for two years ; and one who has been stu- 
dying eighteen months, with good health and great diligence ; neither 
of these can either speak at all, or understand a Chinaman when he 
speaks. I understand the same is true of the brethren at Singapore, 
who have been out about this length of time. Iam very desirous the 
Committees should have correct information on this subject, whatever 
the impression on the public mind may be; as it will be valuable to 
them, in selecting proper persons for the China mission. This matter | 
regu ighly important ; for it is a melancholy thing, to see a faith- 
ful and conscientious servant of our Lord, day by day, strnggling wit 
difficulties, with which he is unable to cope, until all his patience and 
strength, and it may be faith too, are exhausted, when you feel satisfied, 
that had he been sent toa people, whose language was of easy acquis 
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tion, he would, in a few months, have been usefully and actively em- 
loved. * ® I believe that an individual, with somewhat more than 
ordinary talent for acquiring languages, with a good ear for distinguish- 
ing sounds, provided he has been accustomed to study from early youth, 
aud knows how to apply his mind, may be actively and usefully em- 
loyed among the Chinese in two or three years; and that he will, from 
the first, make such improvement, as will encourage him to persevere, 
with strong hope, by divine blessing, of finaliy mastering all opposing 
difficulties. But I believe that there are many, many individuals, who 
might be profitably employed elsewhere in the missionary field, who 
would altogether fail, and perhaps return home broken down and ex- 
hausted, if sent to China. Do not mistake this for the language of dis- 
appointment, or discouragement. Both brother L and myself feel 
encouraged in trusting to the infinite grace of our adorable Redeemer ; 
hitherto, we can truly say with the seventy ‘‘ we have lacked nothing, 
Lord.” For myself, I feel that if I can acquire the Chinese language, | 
would exchange stations with no one whatsoever; and I am determined 
if God gives me strength, at least to entitle myself to the sympathy of 
my christian friends ; they shall say, if I fail, ** poor man, we pity him, 
he could do no better, he was unequal to the undertaking.” I have 
never been happier in my life, than 1 have been since I came here; and 
I believe I can say, with truth, that when night comes, it affords me as 
much pleasure to count my Chinese gains, as a miser ever enjoyed in 
telling over his gold.”” On the report of a committee, appointed to in- 
quire whether any, and if any, what reductions are expedient and may 
be practicable, in the general expenses ot the Board, it was determined 
that the salaries of the two Secretaries and General Agents should be 
reduced from, and after, the first of June next, to sixteen hundred dol- 
lars each; and the Committees were recommended to make any reduc- 
tion in their contingent expenses, which they could, without abridging 
the interests and cfhiciency of the institution.” There is in this number 
a very interesting view of the Syrian Church, (the same which Dr. Bu- 
chanan mady years ago published an account of in his celebrated ser- 
mon, “ the Star in the East”) by the Bishop of Calcutta, whe had lately 
visited it: He says, ‘‘ These ancient Churches confirm us in our belief 
of the apostolical origin of our Episcopal platform of Church Govern- 
ment; and display the wisdom of our reformers, in retaining, as no other 
Protestant commnnion has retained, that beautiful system of order and 
edification, as it existed in the Apostolical age. We may be assured 
that the policy of our National Church, after an example of such extra- 
ordinary success, is not ill adapted to the feeble, prostrate mind of India. 
The value of Liturgies, in securing some knowledge of the great doc- 
trines of the Fall, the Holy Trinity, Redemption, the Atonement of 
Christ, His Deity as very God of very God, the person and operations 
of the Holy Spirit, love to God and man, the obligation of the Ten 
Commandments, &c., in the darkest times, is again apparent.” The 
monthly collection reported is $613 for domestic, and from South- 
Carolina, 0; and for foreign missions, $922—from South-Carolina $250, 
In the “ Spirit of Missions” for November, are reports from nine of 
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_and four of the Foreign Missionaries. 


Dr. Robertson has removed from Syra to Constantinople. 
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cation. This led to a resolution of that body calling a public meeting in 
reference to the matter, on rid: 1y evening of last week, in St Andrew's 


Church. The meeting was well attended, and the interest of the occa- 
sion sustained by several speaners, who s ipported several appropriate 
resolutions. 

Dr. Jarvis offered the following resolution, seconded by Dr. Mason.— 

Resolved, That the cultivation of the physical, intelles ‘tual, moral, and 
religious character of man is essential to his we ll be Ing, and that all 
separation of these several parts of his education is hurtful in proportion 
to the extent of such separation. 

Bishop Hopkins offered the following: 

Resolved, As the sense of this meteing, that Christianity aflords the 
only true basis for the cultivation of the ele’ powers of man. 

Dr. Muhlenberg offered the following, seconded hy Rev. Mr. Peers: 

Resolved, That the preparation of pious young men for the pro- 
fession of teachers, is essential the interests of Christian education. 

Bishop lves offered the following, seconded by Bishop Doane :— 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Episcopalians, to form and maintain 
institutions of learning, in which religious education shall be conducted 
in accordance with the principles of the Episcopal Chureh. 

Bishop Otey offered the following, seconded by Dr. Hawks :— 

Resolved, That the interests of Christianu ly and the existing state of 
things demand the immediate alla of the Church in providing for 
permanent institutions of sound and Christian education. 

The object of the meeting was to awaken the attention of the Church 
tothe necessity of providing for the religious education of children, The 
speakers dwelt upon the alarming evils growing out of the separation of 
learning from religion—a principle which to a great extent, is acted up- 
onin our public literary institutions. Even in those in which religion is 
illowed it is in such generality as to make it but an abstraction. The 
Church must watch over the education of its children, and provide its 
own justitutions of learning. One of the speakers alluded, very appro- 
priately, to the manifested purpose of infide lity, to have schools on its 
own principles, from which religion is expressly, and by the most strict- 
ly guarded provissions, wholly shut out. Sue ‘h a school has its endow- 
ment of millions, and no foresight can look into the future evils which 
may result from it. Avother speaker dwelt on the responsibilities of 
American churches in regard to this matter. Here where there is no 
public provision for teachers of religion, Christianity is to stand on its 
own merits, The Church without the gu: ardis inship of the State, (which 
it does not seek) must watch for itself over the interests of religion, 
The ample means of the Church to establish institutions of learning, 
were clearly shown. The ability « cannot be questioned, the * willing 
mind” alone is needed. 

This subject of Christian education is of vital import ance, and we re- 
joice to see that the attention of the Church is be ‘ginning to be awaken- 

ed toit. We trust that the proceedings of the Convention in reference 
to it will tell upon the KE piscop: il community at large. Before the adjourn- 
ment of that body a committee was appointed, composed. of Rt. Rey, 
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Bishop Doane, Rev. Dr. Hawks, and Rev. B. O. Peers, to collect jn; 

mation and report to the next General Convention. We think much 
due to the Rev. Dr. Muhlenburg, who was perhaps the first to act succes 
fully in the matter. St. Paul’s College, near Flushing, L. L., foung, 
by him, is to be managed on Christian principles in a peculiar manner 
Its first session will begin on the first of next month. The character, 
its head, (who is the Rev. founder, and who is known to the whole Churc, 
for his uncommon success in the religious education of youth in the distiy. 
guished institute at Flushing,) the system of discipline and instruction | 
be pursued, and the standing of the Professors and Tutors, may we 
invite the confidence and patronage of all parents who desire that th, 
education of their sons should be apart from the temptations and dap. 
gers incideut to Colleges generally. We desire for this important insti. 
stitution tull success, and we hope it will be the nucleus of many |i 
seminaries, in which education will be put on its right basis, the Cos. 
pel of Jesus Christ.—Epis. Eecorder. 

Missionary Meetings on Sunday.—Mr. (says the Churchman) spoke 
“in the first place, of the propriety of devoting a portion of Sunday to th 
cause of missions, remarking that he had with surprise heard some deny 
the expediency of such meetings on such a day.” At a missionary meetin; 
even if business be dispensed with, there are a few prayers, a hym 
and three, four or more addresses usually containing a variety of infor. 
mation, statistical, geographical, historical, &c.,—besides that which is 
scriptural—the speakers appear on a platform erected for the occasio 
and indulge in such declamation and gestures as is) usual at publi 
celebrations for worldly purposes: a crowd attracted by the novelty an/ 
taste for oratory gather round the doors, fill the aisles, and many are 
seen passing in and out: the whole scene, if consistent with a conse- 
crated place, does not correspond, so it seems to us, with the gravity of 
the “holy day.” The late missionary meetings at Philadelphia, wer 
judiciously held, not on a Sunday, but on a week day evening. 
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Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina- 
The Librarian reports the following donations :—from Henry and Joseph W. Faber 
Esqrs. “ Dupins Bibliotheque Des Auteurs.”” 50 vols.8vo. From the Miss Folker: 
‘‘ Monkhouse’s Sermons,” 3 vols. 8vo. ‘Beauties of Young,’ 1 vol. 12mo. 


——_—Exs— 
Marriage. 


Married on the 11th of October, in St. Luke’s Church, N. Y. by its Rev. Rector, & 
Rev. ROBERT T. HOWARD, to Miss HESTER M. SEAMAN. 








CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER. 
1. All Saints and Thanksgiving, | 18 23d Sunday after Trinity, 
4, 2ist Sunday after Trinity, 125 24lh Sunday after Trinity, 
11. 22d Sunday after Trinity, | 39 St. Andrew. 
ERRATA. 


Page 249 line 15 from top, insert “ Selected from Horne’s Manual.” 
‘“* 206 line 6 from end, for 305, read 245. 



















